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RV Touristik – a brief history 

 
 

In 1971 „Raiffeisen Reise-Service“ (travel service) was first introduced to the Bavarian Raiffeisenbanken as 

their information and cooperation partner for tours and travel within the Bavarian “Raiffeisen Vertriebs- 

und Treuhandgesellschaft” (distribution and trust corporation of Raiffeisen).  

By 1974 the first information tours for bank clients within the “Raiffeisen Vertriebs- und 

Treuhandgesellschaft” are carried out. Tour series to the former USSR, Israel and Egypt are operated.  

 

The company “Raiffeisen Touristik GmbH, München” is formed out of the department for tourism of the 

BRZ (Bayerische Raiffeisen Zentralbank – central bank of Raiffeisen in Bavaria) in 1981.  

After the merger of the registered cooperative associations Raiffeisenbanken and Volksbanken in 1987, the 

company is renamed “Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken Touristik GmbH”.  

The German reunification gives rise to open a branch of “Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken Touristik GmbH” in 

Leipzig in 1992 in order to offer a direct contact to clients of the community of Raiffeisenbanken and 

Volksbanken in the new Laender. The same year the company already offers information tours to 20 

destinations worldwide.  

 

In 2000 the association of the Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken broadens its scale by including the Raiffeisen- 

und Volksbanken of Baden-Wuerttemberg, Hessen, Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland and Lower Saxony. To 

further accommodate this development a branch of the “Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken Touristik GmbH” is 

opened in Frankfurt, and later transferred to Wiesbaden.  

2001 marks the 20th anniversary of the “Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken Touristik GmbH” as an autonomous 

company.  

 

As of 01.01.2003 “Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken Touristik GmbH” takes over the business operations of the 

Raiffeisen Touristik eG, the tourism cooperation partner of the Northern Laender. In the course of this 

takeover a branch of the “Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken Touristik GmbH” is created in Hamburg/Itzehoe. 

From now on the management of the “Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken Touristik GmbH” is split between Mr. 

Buck, responsible for all operational activities, distribution and product, and Mr. Hofbauer, responsible for 

financing and administration. From 2003 the services of the “Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken Touristik GmbH” 

are also available to the banks in North Rhine-Westphalia. The company therefore offers a nationwide 

coverage within Germany. At the new business location in Munich the department for information tours of 

the “Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken Touristik GmbH” is located on the first floor, whilst the travel agency and 

business travel are located on the ground floor within the same building.  

 

In 2006 “Raiffeisen- und Volksbanken Touristik GmbH” celebrates its 35th anniversary. The company employs 

around 40 tourism experts and organizes tours in all parts of the world including Israel, UAE, New Zealand, 

Australia, Ethiopia, USA, Asia and Europe. With more than 12,000 travellers, we are sending around 350 

groups on tours throughout the world every year.  

 

As of 2009 RV Touristik can look back on 35 years of experience in the group travel segment for bank 

clients to destinations worldwide.  

Authorized signatory Mrs Ilse Engel, who was responsible for the travel agency and business travel, retires 

into the passive phase of her partial retirement.  

 

2010: By operating on the premise "Gemeinsam mehr erleben" = "Together each achieves more", the 

shareholder structure of RV Touristik receives a complete realignment: as of spring 2010 the investment 
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management LLC of VR / meine Raiffeisenbank Altötting-Mühldorf eG (now: RT / Raiffeisen Touristik 

Group GmbH) takes over all interests of the former shareholders. 

In return, the renowned tour operator PrimaTours moves to RV Touristik in Munich. Since then two strong, 

established brands operate under the same roof. 

In the autumn of 2010 Mr Michael Kaufmann, head of the group travel department, becomes the new 

authorized signatory for RV Touristik and, as of 2011, also for PrimaTours.  

 

2011 RV Touristik celebrates its 40th jubilee. The company has been a limited liability company in its own 

rights for 30 years. At the end of the year RV Touristik expands into Austria: in the course of taking over 

the trademarks of the company “GEO Reisen”, which has been successful on the Austrian tourism market 

for 25 years, the company “GEO Reisen & Erlebnis GmbH” is founded in Salzburg, Austria. The core business 

of “GEO Reisen & Erlebnis GmbH” are tailor-made group tours and group events.  

 

The date of 31.12.2012 marks a significant change for our travel agency: after ten years as a TUI 

ReiseCenter the department will operate as “TUI TravelStar Reisebüro” as of January 2013. The brand 

change will strengthen the already well-known excellent service of our employees! 

 

At the end of 2013 the CEO of RV Touristik, Mr. Hans Buck, retires after 10 successful years.  

 

As of 01.01.2014 the management at RV Touristik consists of Mr Bernhard Hofbauer, Mr Patrik Weitzer and 

Mr Michael Kaufmann.  

 


